Microhabitat utilization by fork-marked dwarf lemurs (Phaner spp.) and needle-clawed galagos (Euoticus spp.) in primary and secondary forests.
Needle-clawed galagos (Euoticus spp.) and fork-marked dwarf lemurs (Phaner spp.) are specialist gummivores inhabiting the forests of Cameroon and Madagascar, respectively. They share a suite of adaptations related to their foraging behavior, but are distantly related. I compared structural characteristics of the natural vegetation in which these strepsirrhines occurred using 10 m × 10 m (100 m2 ) quadrats established in forest areas selected on the grounds of observations of animals during nocturnal surveys. I established a total of 27 quadrats (13 in Madagascar and 14 in Cameroon). In each quadrat, trees potentially used by the animals (i.e., with a circumference at breast height ≥10 cm) were assessed for diameter at breast height (DBH), total height, and maximum crown diameter (MCD) as well as tree density. The nature of the bark, and presence of exudates and flowers were also assessed, together with habitat characteristics such as percentage canopy cover and herbaceous cover. Primary and secondary forest types studied in Madagascar showed significant differences in DBH, MCD, and tree density, whereas only tree density was significantly different for the two forest types in Cameroon. Most of the trees in the quadrats had rough bark, but few had either exudates or flowers. Both Phaner and Euoticus show some degree of plasticity in their use of both primary and secondary forests, although they specialize in habitats with tall, large diameter trees. They can adjust to using trees in human modified habitats. Both taxa can survive in areas where a reasonably continuous canopy is not lacking.